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I, 
CASE OF DISEASED URETURA, WITH 
RETENTION OF URINE. 


Extraordinary Measures adopted 
M. Roux. 


On the 22d of April, an old man 
was admitted under the care of M. 
Roux. The case of this patient, 
already sufficiently severe, present- 
ed a character still more serious 
and important, in consequence of 
the extraordinary measures resort- 
ed to by the surgeon for its relief. 
M. Roux, on questioning the man, 
discovered that he had only once 
had a gonorrhea in his youth, but 
that the water had been passed 
with difficulty for some time ; that 
he had neglected what he had con- 
sidered only as an inconvenience, 
but that, within the few last days, 
there had been a complete reten- 
tion. Not only did the urethra 
appear much contracted, but it 
was evident that the canal had un- 
dergone a rupture (neither the seat 
nor extent of which could be deter- 
mined), since there was a urinous 
abscess developed in the perineum. 
The first indication, of course, was 
to pass the catheter, and to draw 
off the urine contained in the blad- 
der ; but after many attempts with 
various instruments, this was found 
to be impossible, and, considering 
M. Roux’s dexterity, he had great 
right to presume that any other 
person would equally have failed. 
However, in examining the patient 


30 


carefully, the tumor observed in 
the hypogastric region was thought 
not to belong entirely to the mere 
distention of the bladder: it was 
not globular, smooth, and resisting; 
on the contrary, it was very irre- 
gular ; it extended upwards to- 
wards the right flank ; it was be- 


sides soft, and a certain fluctuation — 


was perceptible. In consequence 
of this, M. Roux, although he had 
discovered the existence of stric- 
ture in the urethra, and consequent- 
ly of a considerable increase in the 
size of the bladder, fancied that 
this tumor was a purulent collec- 
tion, first originating in the cellular 
tissue of the perineum, but com- 
municating with that of the pelvis, 
and extending to the right flank. 
One other circumstance seemed to 
strengthen this opinion, which was, 
that whilst attempts were made to 
pass the catheter, a bloody pus es- 
caped by the upper end of the in- 
strument, and on pressing the peri- 
neum, a still larger quantity mons 
ed. There was nothing to exclude 
the idea of a communication be- 
tween the twotumors. M. Roux, 
agitated by these suppositions, was 
uncertain as to what line of conduct 
he should adopt; certainly the most 
obvious and simplest plan was to 
penetrate into the bladder by the 
natural passage, but unluckily he 
had been unable to accomplish this, 
notwithstanding all his address. It 


appeared certain that the extremity | 


of the catheter penetrated into the 
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perineal abscess ; the continual es- 
cape of the pus proved this. Obliged 
to abandon all his efforts in that 


that the hypogastric tumor was an 
abundant collection of pus, he de- 
cided upon making an opening into 
the abdomen. He afterwardssaid, 
that had he been well convinced 
that this tumor was merely the 
bladder in a state of distention, he 
should have been content with sim- 
ply puncturing it ; but he feared 
(should that not be the case) to 
wound the bladder unnecessarily. 
He therefore wished not to open 
the bladder, and yet he made an 
incision two or three inches long, 
in the parietes of the abdomen, 
parallel to the linea alba, and im- 
mediately above the pubes. He 
divided the parts layer by layer, so 
as only to mvolve the abdominal 
parietes ; but such was the size of 
the bladder, and its adhesion to 
those parietes (as he said) that his 
instrument passed at once into its 
cavity. Immediately an abundant 
discharge of fluid ensued, which 
was recognized as urine tinged with 
blood; there was, therefore, on this 
side, only the common result of a 
complete retention of urine ; howe- 
ver, the opening was enlarged, so 
as to permit a gum elastic cathe- 
ter of a very large size, to be in- 
troduced and left in the bladder. 
Some trials of rather a singular 
nature were then made: not only 
was aninstrument again introduced 
into the urethra in the ordinary 
manner, but, as the finger of the 
operator, inserted through the 
wound he had made, was able to 
reach the neck of the bladder, it 
struck him to pass a catheter in 
this direction also: it was guided 
by the finger into the veck of the 
bladder, and having passed a cer- 
tain space, probably the prostatic 


direction, and leaning to the opinion’ 
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portion, it also was stopped by the 
stricture. The operator, there- 
fore, held two catheters at the 
same time ; one reaching from the 
orifice of the penis to the stricture, 
the other from the wound in the 
abdomen, through the neck of the 
bladder, to the same spot; and thus 
he could appreciate, in some de- 
gree, he said, the space contained 
between the two extremities of the 
instruments. Such was the first 
result of this severe and long ope- 
ration. The patient was then per- 
mitted to rest until the next day, 
the 23d. 

On that day, M. Boyer examined 
the patient, and he thought it ne- 
cessary, as well as M. Roux, with 
the double intention of opening the 
perineal abscess and giving a more 
favorable issue to the urine, to 
make a large incision of the integu- 
ments parallel to the raphe, below 
the testicles, and thus to open the 
urethra. This incision was there- 
fore made by M. Roux, who after 
having passed a catheter by the 
wound in the abdomen, thought he 
felt the point sufficiently to enable 
him to make it a guide for the rest 
of the operation ; that is, for the 
incision into the urethra. This 
was a conductor rather of a novel 
species: a very large-sized gum 
elastic catheter was finally pushed, 
by this new passage, into the blad- 
der; and as that was considered 
sufficient, the other was withdrawn. 

About an hour and a half after 
the operation, a pretty considerable 
hemorrhage took place from the 
wound in the perineum. M. Boy- 
er was still in the amphitheatre, 
and he discovered that the bleeding 
proceeded from a small arterial 
branch of the internal pudic : it 
was readily seized by the forceps, 
and secured. From that time the 
urine chiefly flowed through the 
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catheter, and very little was ob- 
served at the upper orifice; ne- 
vertheless, considering the man’s 
age, the loss of blood, and the se- 
verity of the operations he had 
undergone, there was nothing en- 
couraging in his condition. On 
the 24th, at five o’clock in the 
evening, the patient died, his state 
of tranquillity being only disturbed, 
two hours previous to his death, 
by delirium. 
Necropsy.—T he body external- 
ly was remarkably thin, and the 
abdomen greatly tumefied, from 
which, when opened, a great 
quantity of foetid gas escaped. 
The anterior parietes, divided 
transversely about the navel, was 
turned down towards the pubes. 
The peritoneum presented scarce- 
ly any trace of inflammation, with 
very little serum, or redness, and 
no false membrane. The ante- 
rior parietes of the bladder ad- 
hered to the abdomen above its 
ordinary connexion, and the inci- 
sion had penetrated at once into 
that viscus. M. Boyer himself, 
having sawn through the pubes, 
removed all the parts, including 
the rectum: he afterwards pro- 
longed the incision made during 
life, to the anterior part of the 
bladder, and a little pus was ob- 
served disseminated between the 
peritoneal and muscular coats ; 
this latter was greatly thickened, 
so as to be five or six lines thick. 
In the interior it presented thick 
fleshy columns, resembling those 
of the heart; between these co- 
lumns were large cells, especially 
towards the bottom of the blad- 
der. All the neighborhood of the 
wound in the abdomen was filled 
with coagulated blood. M. Boy- 
er, with the help of a grooved 
sound, divided the upper part of 
the urethra from behind forwards, 


46% 


and the following particulars were 
observed :—The prostatic portion 
was sound, the prostate itself only 
presenting those small connexions 
found generally in old men; but 
the bulb of the urethra was the 
seat of the disease. Anirregular 
opening was situated on the right 
side, communicating with the ab- 
scess of the perineum. The in- 
cision made by M. Roux was be- 
fore the stricture, or rather the 
closing of the urethra, which ex- 
tended for about an inch. The 
rest of the canal wassound. The 
abscess occupied but a_ short 
space, and the cellular membrane 
in its vicinity was indurated.— 
La Clinique, 28 Avril. : 


II. 


LIGATURE OF THE COMMON CAROTID. 


The following case of the success- 
ful application of a ligature to the 
common carotid, for the purpose of 
arresting hemerrhage from a wound 
in the artery passing through the pa- 
rotid gland, has been recently report- 
ed in the Journal Hebdomadaire. It 
was performed at a hospital in Lis- 
bon, where the art of surgery is cul- 
tivated with boldness and success, 
In the same hospital, the iliac was 
recently tied for an aneurism in the 
groin, The ligature, which was of 
catgut, was left in the wound. The 
result of this case, also, was success- 
ful, the patient having been dis- 
charged on the 85th day. 


E. Duarte, et. 44, of middle 
stature and sanguine tempera- 
ment, addicted to spirits, was ad- 
mitted into the Hospital St. Jo- 
seph at 7 o’clock in the evening, . 
Feb. 27th, 1825, having a wound 
about fourteen or fifteen lines io 
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extent, made with a cutting in- 
strument, on the left side of the 
face on the parotid gland. On 
introducing the finger, it was as- 
certained that the wound took the 
direction of the pharynx. The 
patient stated that he had receiv- 
ed the injury at balf past six, and 
lost a large quantity of blood at 
the moment from the external 
opening, and a little from the 
mouth. The slightest movement 
of the jaw brought on copious 
bleeding ; the face was pale, the 
pulse scarcely to be felt, and the 
limbs cold. 

As it would have been difficult 
te secure the vessel at the site of 
the wound, it was deemed more 
expedient to take up the common 
carotid, and this was immediately 
done by M. J. Lorenzo de Cruz, 
in the manner recommended by 
Mr. Hodgson. He went on with- 
out anything very remarkable till 
the thirty-seventh day, when he 
was seized with violent hemor- 
rhage from the lower orifice ; the 
blood, from its quantity, color, and 
the rapidity with which it flowed, 
had every appearance of being ar- 
terial : he fainted, and remained 
long in that state. Compression 
was employed, and when he reco- 
vered from the syncope he was 
bled to the extent of five ounces. 

e was placed on rigorous diet 
and absolute rest. The bleeding 
did not return, and on the 66th day 
he was discharged, the wound 
having entirely healed. : 


III. 
RESISTANCE TO POISON. 
The following remarkable and al- 


most incredible account, was publish- | 


ed ina late number of the London 
Journal of Belles Lettres. The prin- 
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cipal facts it contains, were substan- 
tiated in a subsequent communication 
to that Journal, from Dr. J. Gordon 
Smith, who was an eye-witness of 
the exploits of Mr. Chabert, and who 
is the author of several able works 
on the subject of poisons, &c. 


On Tuesday we had an opportuni- 
ty, at the Argyll Rooms, of wit- 
nessing the extraordinary powers 
possessed by M. Chabert, of re- 
sisting the effect of poisons, either 
internally or externally. M. Cha- 
bert is the individual whose equal- 
ly wonderful capability of with- 
standing heat has been shown by 
his remaining shut up in ovens dur- 
ing a long period, and under a de- 
gree of temperature far above that 
which would have destroyed any 
other living creature. The expe- 
riments on the present occasion, 
were exhibited to a private party 
of some fifteen persons, including 
Dr. J. Gordon Smith, Mr. Titus 
Bury, the surgeon, and other sci- 
entific men. Having armed him- 
self by the antidote which he has 
found to be a guard against animal 
poisons, M. Chabert swallowed 
forty grains of phosphorus, in the 
presence of the astonished compa- 
ny.* The phosphorus was distinct- 
ly put upon his tongue by a gentle- 
man, and beyond all doubt fairly 
taken into the stomach,—nearly, if 
not quite enough, we presume, to 
have killed all those who saw this 
feat done. His next exploit was 
to sup two spoonsful of oil, at 330 
degrees by the thermometer, i. e., 
120 degrees ahove the heat of 
boiling water. This he did without 
any apparent inconvenience; though 


* The enormity of this dose will ap- 
pear, by referring to an article of intelli- 
gence on our 479th page, entitled ** Death 
from Phosphorus.” 
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the spoon remained for minutes so 
hot that no one could bear to touch 
it with his hand. Finally, M. 
Chabert held his head directly over 
and in the midst of the fumes of 
arsenic, which, diffusing over a 
large room, speedily became too 
potent to be inhaled with impunity 
by any other being who was pre- 
sent. After all this (we add with 
something like satisfaction at his 
escape, and at our own good luck 
in not being accessories to murder 
or suicide), we had the pleasure to 
see the performer eat a good dinner 
and drink his wine, just as if he 
had taken a rusk and a sip of shere- 
bet, by way of whet. 

As it may be asked, to what 
useful purpose can these astonish- 
ing proceedings contribute ? we 
should assert, that M. Chabert 
affirms his ability to save the lives 
of men from every species of poi- 
son; and that his antidotes, admi- 
nistered in adequate time after the 
poison has been swallowed, are as 
effectual as if previously taken. 
He farther says, that he has three 
antidotes,—-one a preservative 
against vegetable, another against 
avimal, and a third against mine- 
ral, poisons ; so that those of the 
whole kingdoms may be met and 
overcome. Even the fatal hydro- 
cyanic, or prussic acid, he profess- 
es to take with safety ; and, from 
having ivithstood the bites of vipers 
and other venomous creatures, he 
is of opinion that his remedy would 
be a specific against the bite of 
mad dogs, and a cure for hydropho- 
bia. Now, without pledging our- 
selves to unhesitating faith on all 
these points, we cannot, seeing 
what we have seen with our own 
eyes, doubt that M. Chabert’s 
kuowledge of antidotes, aud expe- 
rience with respect to poisons, is 
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eminently worthy of medical inves- 
tigation ; and, if he really possess 
such important secrets, that they 
ought to be ascertained, and he 
largely rewarded as a_ public 
benefactor. It is for these rea- 
sons that we have published this 
account, and that we invite our 
physicians, chemists, and other 
people of scientific intelligence, 
to inquire into M. Chabert’s pre- 
tensions, and, if they are sooth, 
to establish them for the good of 
mankind. 

We may here take the Te, 
nity of mentioning that M. Orfila, 
the celebrated French chemist, 
has recently been making a series 
of experiments with hydrocyanic 
acid, chiefly for the purpose of as- 


certaining the proper means of res. 


storing a person to life, where it is 
practicable, after taking that poi- 
son. Hitherto the remedies pre- 
scribed have been strong infusions 
of coffee and oil of turpentine ; but 
seldom with good effect. M. Or- 
fila recommends, first, an emetic ; 
second, the application of ammo- 
niacal or chlorurated water to the 
nostrils, bleeding from the arm, 
and the application of leeches be- 
hind the ears; third, the affusion 
of cold water, in the way prescrib- 
ed by a German physician, M. 
Erbot. M. Orfilastates that these 
means will restore the patient, un- 
less the quantity of prussic acid 
taken has been very great. In or- 
der to ascertain the presence of 
this poison, he recommends the use 
of nitrate of silver, by which the 
acid will be precipitated in the 
form of cyanure of silver. In case 
of poisoning by opium, he recom- 
mends, previous to the administra- 
tion of emetics, a strong decoction 
of nutgalls, for the purpose of de- 
composing the opium. 
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TUMOR WITHIN THE ILIUM. 


Some Account of the Disease and 

» Examination of the Body of the 

late Dr. J. G. Coffin, of this 

City ; Communicated in a Letter 
to the late Dr. Gorham. 


Brookfield, Jan. 26, 1829. 
My Dear Sir,—It was the re- 
uest of the late Dr. Coffin, that 
should investigate the nature 
and seat of his disease by an exa- 
mination after. death, and should 
communicate the result to your- 
self and Dr. Hayward, who had 
administered to his relief while in 
Boston. This task I have most 
cheerfully performed, and feel 
happy that a man so distinguished 
by his scientific acquirements, 
should have made the request, 
accompanied with this noble sen- 
timent,—that, ‘as he could be 
no longer useful while living, he 
wished to be so after death.” I 
prefix a short history of his dis- 
ease, which (if you think it worth 
while to publish the notes of the 
examination) may be published 
with them in the Medical Journal. 
I am, dear sir, with much respect, 
Your obliged servant, 
Joun Homans. 


John G. Coffin, M.D., possess- 

ed a good constitution, which, 
though not of the firmest order, yet, 
for the last twenty years, enabled 
him to perform his professional la- 
bors without two successive days’ 
confinement by bodily indisposition, 
until August, 1827. His labors 
‘did not consist merely in visiting 
the sick. In that month, he 
was attacked with severe pain in 
the right side, just below the ribs, 
which he supposed to be colic, 
having been subject to it for many 
years. This pain continued for 
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forty-eight hours with little or no 
intermission, attended with con- 
stipation of the bowels and nausea. 
On the 3d day, after copious dejec- 
tions, he was so far relieved as to 
be able to ride a short distance. 
After this, his digestive organs 
became impaired ; he grew fee- 
ble, had inclination to evacuate 
the bladder frequently, followed 
by pain over the symphysis pubis, 
and always felt uneasiness, vary- 
ing in intensity only, in the right 
side, the seat of the first pain. 
In this state he remained for se- 
veral months, but gradually de- 
clining in strength, and diminishing 
in size and weight, till the follow- 
ing June, when he went to Phila- 
delphia, thence to Newberg,— 
whence he returned to Boston, 
much exhausted by an exacerba- 
tion at Newberg. In October he 
had another severe attack, anda 
fourth in December. After this 
he came to Brookfield by slow 
stages. For several months a 
diarrhoea had attended him ; this 
now increased so as to reduce him 
to the bed, when, on the 17th and 
18th inst., he underwent the last 
severe sufferings by an attack 
much like the former ones. He 
survived this but a few days, and 
died on Friday, the 23d inst. The 
symptoms in all these attacks 
were similar, the pain occasion- 
ally extending to the hips, and in 
the last attack the pain was more 
severe in the left hip and over 
the left side of the pubis. Fre- 
quent calls for passing urine at- 
tended him throughout the disease. 


Examination, four hours after death, 


Body exceedingly emaciated. 
The right side, between the dia- 
phragm and the right ilium, pro- 
minent. On dividing the skin and 


muscles, the vessels of the omen- 
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tum were found turgid, and the 
omentum, the contracted blood- 
vessels of the peritoneum, and the 
colon and small intestines, except 
the duodenum, were distended. 
The liver, stomach, and duode- 
num wore a healthy appearance ; 
spleen somewhat enlarged, and 
harder than usual: mesenteric 
glands were enlarged. The in- 
testines on the right side adhered 
to each other in some measure. 
Between the umbilicus and the 
anterior superior spinons process 
of the ileum, was a tumor, nearly 
as large as the kidney, enclosed 
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by the intestine ileum at its junc- 
tion with the ccecum and colon, 
hard, irregular, and sarcomatous.* 
On opening the tumor, pus was 
discharged ; it consisted of flesh 
growing from the side of the in- 
testine. The ileum, for twelve 
inches from this, was nearly pur- 
ple. A concretion of the size of 
a pea, was found in the ductus 
communis. The coats of the 
bladder were rigid, and on the 
left side were two tumors, one of 
the size of an English walaut, the 
other of a common walnut, caused 
by rupture of the muscular coat. 


SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE, 


CAPACITY OF THE LUNGS. 


Tue amount of air which the human 
lungs are capable of receiving under 
a variety of circumstances, is very 
differently stated by authors who 
have written on the subject. With 
a view to obtain some accurate re- 
sults on this point, Dr. Herbst, of 
Gottingen, has instituted some expe- 
riments, the results of which seem 
worthy of considerable confidence. 
The apparatus employed by Dr. H. 
is very simple, consisting of a gradu- 
ated bell jar standing in a vessel of 
water, and having a stop-cock at its 
summit, connected with a glass tube 
shaped like a horizontal S. Breath- 
ing out of this jar, produced at first 
some embarrassment, and the func- 
tion was not naturally performed. 
By a little practice, however, the dif- 
ficulty was overcome, and the inspi- 
ration was made with the same ease 
as if performed in the open air. 
The accuracy of the results was ve- 
rified by causing an equal number of 


expirations to be made into the jar 
filled with water. 

The quantity of air inbaled in easy 
inspiration, was found to be from 20 
to 25 inches in men of ordinary sta- 
ture. The extreme capacity of in- 
spiration and expiration varied much 
in different persons, A robust man, 
22 years of age, after full inspiration, 
expired 180 inches ; after full expira- 
tion, inspired 184. A small man of 
the same age, under like circum- 
stances, expired 144 inches. Two 
fat men, otherwise stout and healthy, 
did not exceed 140. The greatest 
expirations noticed, were 232 and 
244 inches; both in very powerful 
men, one tall, the other of middling 
stature. The capacity was much 
diminished by tight clothing, and the 
difference in men when dressed and 
undressed was very striking. Iu 
women, the capacity of the lungs is 


* This tumor is now in the anatomical 
cabinet of the Massachusetts Medical 
College. 
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much inferior to that of men; the 
greatest expiration mentioned being 
144 inches. From experiments of 
the bodies of men who died suddenly 
when in health, Dr. H. found that 
the lungs, when distended as far as 
possible without tearing them, never 
held more than 186 inches. This 
fact, in connection with those above 
stated, seems to show that very little 
air can remain in the luags after a 
forcible expiration. The capacity 
of the lungs is very much diminished 
by disease. The full inspirations of 
two individuals affected with phthisis, 
were 42 and 46 inches, Animals, 


in proportion to their weight, have a 


much greater capacity than men; a 
fact which corresponds to the advan- 
tage they possess in point of muscular 
strength. The capacity of the lungs 
in grown up cats, is from 20 to 24 
inches, and in dogs the disproportion 
"i$ equally great. The speed possess- 
ed by these animals, and the length 
- of time they can continue in motion 
without fatigue, must depend in part 
on this circumstance. 


ULCERS ON THE CORNEA. 
A VALUABLE paper on this subject 
appeared in the July number of the 
Edinburgh Journal. 
the author, treats generally of those 
ulcers on the cornea which penetrate 
the stricture, and permit a discharge 
of the aqueous humor. This unfor- 
tunate occurrence may be known by 
a gradual failure of sight from morn- 
ing till night, and a restoration of it 
in the morning ; by a shrivelling of 
the ball of the eye in the evening ; 
or by actual microscopic examination. 
The first symptoms are ascribed to 


Mr. Wilson,’ 
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the circumstance, that the humor is 
discharged in the greatest quantity 
when the eye is in motion, and the 
well-known physiological fact, that 
this humor is reproduced with great 
rapidity. In the treatment of ulcers 
on the cornea, Mr. B. comes to the 
following conclusions :— 


“1, Caustic ought to be very cau- 
tiously applied in ulcers of the cor- 
nea ; for if, by its incautious applica- 
tion, repeated sloughs are formed, an 
opening will be made through the 
whole thickness of the cornea, and 
the eye will be exposed to the de- 
structive changes of structure above 
described. 

‘62, When protrusion of the iris 
takes place from a sloughing ulcera- 
tion of the cornea, no attempt should 
be made to replace it into its natural 
position. IJtis rather to be consider- 
ed a fortunate event, as the only way 
by which the further destruction of 
the eye may be prevented. 

3, This natural process by which 
a breach in the cornea is repaired, 
may, in some cases where the eva- 
cuation of the eye is threatened, be 
advantageously imitated by art. This 
might be accomplished by making 
pressure upon the eyeball, ora small 
hook might be introduced through 
the opening in the cornea, with which 
a portion of the iris might be drawn 
out and strangulated so as to adhere. 
In performing this operation, care 
should be taken to draw out the ci- 
liary rather than the pupillary part 
of the iris, in order that the size of 
the pupil may be diminished as little 
as possible.” | 


ACTION OF THE ARTERIES IN THE 
CIRCULATION, 

THE question as to the seat of the 

motive powers which produce the 

circulation, has been more or less 

agitated ever since the time of Har- 

vey, and seems likely to exercise the 
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ingenuity of physiologists for a con- 
siderable period. Among other 
doubts, it has been doubted whether 
an actual dilatation of the arteries 
occurs among the systole of the heart. 
To determine this point, some inge- 
hious experiments were made by M. 
Poiseuille, of Paris, on the carotid ar- 


terv of a horse. The result of these 
was, that at each pulsation the capa- 
city of the vessel was increased by 
about a thirtieth part. Of course,, 
during the diastole, the artery restor- 
ed itself, by its elasticity, to the same 
diameter which i previously pos- 
sessed, 
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ANTIQUITY OF SMALLPOX. 


Tere is certainly no subject con- 
nected with medical science, which, 
in proportion to its real importance, 
has been more earnestly and zealous- 
ly investigated, than that of the ana- 
logy which may be traced between 
ancient diseases and those which 
constitute the nosology of modern 
times, Not only have the medical 
works of former days been most 
carefully translated and commented 
on with this view, but there is scarce 
a passage in any sacred or profane 
author descriptive of disease, but it 
has been so amended, explained, and 
amplified, as to become a complete 
description of some modern malady. 
Indeed, so great has been the inge- 
nuity of some commentators, that all 
difficulties have vanished before 
them; and such their confidence, 
that neither the acknowledged igno- 
rance of their authors in medicine, 
the paucity of the facts detailed, nor 
the ambiguity of the language in 
which they are described,—an am- 
biguity almost inseparable from 
the terms of science in the more an- 
cient languages,—can inspire them 
with any doubt as to the accuracy of 
their conclusions, This, however, 


has generally been noticed where 
there was some peculiar theory, a 
priori, to be supported. Men of 
learning, not biassed in this way, 
have acknowledged the difficulty at- 
tending these investigations ; and the 
diversity of results obtained by dif- 
ferent persons from the same pre- 
mises, bear ample testimony to the 
sincerity of the confession. 


These remarks have been suggest- 
ed to us, in the present instance, by 
some speculations of Dr. Baron, the 
distinguished author of the life of 
Jenner,—the object of which is to 
show that the disease of smallpox, 
instead of being, as is generally ima- 
gined, of comparatively modern ori- 
gin, has in fact existed from the ear- 
liest times, and certainly as far back 
as the days of Moses. Whether this. 
point is sufficiently made out or not,. 
we will not say ; but some of the ci-. 
tations on which he builds his theory, 
appear to afford to it but a slender 
foundation, He finds smallpox in 
the buils inflicted on the ancient 
Egyptians, sma!lpox in pesti- 
lences of aucient Rome, and small- 
pox in the plague of Athens. Ta 
respect to the first discovery, we 
apprehend the Doctor is indebted 
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his own imagination. 


for it, in a considerable degree, to 
In point of 
probability, it is very much upon a 
par with the irreverent suggestion of 
a late writer on syphilis, who conjec- 
tured that the malady with which 
David describes himself as afflicted, 
(Ps. 38,) could be no other than the 
one at present known by that title. 


~ "To suppose that a disease express- 
lv recorded as miraculous, and as 
visited on a people for their punish- 
ment, was entailed on mankind from 
that period, although no allusion is 
made to such a fact in the sacred 
historv, and no trace can be disco- 
vered of anything similar for a thou- 
sand years after, certainly seems a 
little extravagant. As for the pesti- 
lence which so often visited Rome, 
the accounts of it by the historians 
are too vague to warrant any precise 
inference, and many circumstances 
which must’almost necessarily have 
been noticed in smallpox, are omit- 
ted. The plague of Athens is more 
accurately described by Thucydides, 
who possessed peculiar advantages, 
and probably recorded what he saw 
in language which, to those for whom 
he wrote, was perfectly clear and 
unambiguuus ; yet, as translated into 
English, his description conveys but 
an imperfect idea of the precise 
symptoms. The most striking and 
exact portion of it, is thus rendered 
by Dr. B.:—“ Some persons, from 
no ostensible cause, but on a sudden, 
being in health, were first seized 
with violent heats of the head, and 
redness and inflammation of the eyes; 
and as to the interior of the head, 
the throat and tongue were imme- 
diately bloody, and the breath emit- 
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ted, bad and fetid. Next after these 
symptoms, sneezing and hoarseness 
came on, and in a little while the 
disease descended into the chest, 
with a violent cough. And when it 
settled in the stomach, it both turned 
it, and all offscourings of bile that 
have becn named by physicians suc- 
ceeded, and these with great distress. 
The greater part were affected with 
a fruitless hiccough, attended with 
strong spasm; with some, having 
immediate interval of ease, with oth- 
ers much later. And the body to 
the outward touch, was not very hot, 
neither was it pale; but somewhat 
red, livid, effloresced with small pus- 
tules and blotches.” That some of 
the phenomena above mentioned are 
also those of smallpox, is certainly 
true ; but the resemblance is by no 
means sufficient to determine the 
identity of the diseases, even making 
some allowance for the change which 
smallpox may have undergone in the 
course of transmission through a se- 
ries of generations, A person dis- 
posed to prove that a severe form of 
measles or scarlet fever existed in 
former times, might find many points 
in the description of Thucydides to 
confirm his theory ; and it is only by 
coming to the examination of such 
subjects with a mind wholly unpre- 
judiced, that any one can hope to 
arrive at just and correct conclusions, 


ANATOMICAL DISSECTION. 
Mr. WarsurtTon’s bill for the regu- 
lation of anatomical schools in Eng- 
land, while its fate was uncertain, 
fuund very various degrees of favor 
in the eyes of different individuals of 
the profession, Its failure, however, 
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will check the cavils of its opposers, 
and will probably be regarded as a 
misfortune by the whole medical 
community, Its provisions were 
briefly as follows :—That a commis- 
sion should be appointed, to consist 
of not more than seven persons, the 
majority of whom should be non- 
professional, and none of them en- 
gaged in any school of anatomy. 
These commissions were to have the 
power of granting licenses for the 
establishment of anatomical schools, 
of inspecting the mode in which they 
were conducted, and of forming a 
code of laws for their due regulation. 
That no person should keep a school 
for dissection of human bodies, or 
perform such dissection, or permit it 
to be performed, in any place belong- 
ing to him, without license from this 
commission, under penalty of one 
hundred pounds, That, whenever 
any person died in a prison, hospital, 
or workhouse, and the body was not 
claimed within three days by any 
friends or relatives, it should be law- 
ful for the person having the care 
thereof, to deliver the same to any 
party duly licensed as above, for the 
purpose of dissection, That, if any 
person, during his life-time, by writ- 
ing or before witnesses, declared his 
wish to be dissected after death, it 
should be lawful for his administra- 
tors, if they saw fit, to deliver up the 
body for that purpose. ‘That, to any 
person wishing to dissect privately, 
not being connected with any school, 
the commissioners should be author- 
ized to grant a license for a sum not 
exceeding two pounds, That every 
person receiving a body for dissec- 
tion, should receive with it a minute 


of the date of delivery, of the name, 
age, sex, and place of abode of the 
deceased, and enter the particulars 
on a book to be kept for the inspecs 
tion of the commission. That the 
remains of every body after dissec- 
tion, should, at the expense of the 
party dissecting, be enclosed in a 
separate coffin and interred with the 
rites of Christian burial, and an entry 
be made, in the parish register, of 
the date of burial, the name, age, and 
abode of the deceased, and the name 
of the officiating minister. 

Such is a brief outline of this bill, 
which, in its technical form, includes 
eighteen separate enactments, and 
presents to the legally unlearned 
reader, a somewhat formidable and 
forbidding aspect. 

We have said that there existed 
concerning it considerable discrepan- 
cy of opinion ; and we may add that, 
on the whole, it was not viewed with 
much favor by those for whose bene- 
fit it was intended. Some inconve- 
nience and difficulty were appre- 
hended from the mode proposed for 
the granting of licenses; and the 
provision for the burial of the dead 
was regarded as useless and cumber- 
some. Such as it is, however, it 
would certainly, in its operation, 
have tended to prevent those gross 
outrages which the cultivators of ana- 
tomy are obliged to commit or en- 
courage, and remove many of the 
obstacles which now oppose them- 
selves to the acquisition of that sci- 
ence. The subjects were to be ob- 
tained from the prisons, hospitals, 
and almshouses,—all institutions sup- 
ported at the public expense,—and 
the former because their inmates are 
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guilty of crimes which render them 
unworthy to associate with their fel- 
low-men. Three days were allowed 
for the application of friends, and 
during this time the body might be 
taken by any person who claimed it, 
for interment. The provision which 
regards the minutes to be kept by the 
dissector, made it necessary for eve- 
ry one having a subject, to be ready 
to show that it came fairly into his 
possession ; and the penalties affixed 
to the violation of this and the other 
provisions, were such as might be 
supposed to ensure their faithful exe- 
cution, On the whole, it is the last 
effort for the legislative protection 
of anatomy abroad, that will proba- 
bly be made for a long period ; and 
the friends of humanity may well la- 
ment that it should have been attend- 
ed with so little success. 


SUBCARBONATE OF AMMONIA, 
dts Effect on the Cutaneous Func- 


tions. 
Tue value of the Subcarbonate of 
Ammonia in diseases of the skin is 
but very partially known, Dr. Wil- 
kinson wrote a pamphlet recommend- 
ing it several years ago; but his 
praises were so extravagant, and his 
cases of cure so wonderful, that his 
work never received, we apprehend, 
the credence and general perusal 
which it merits. We have often 
found chronic diseases of the surface, 
which could not be reached by or- 
dinary remedies, extremely ready to 
submit to the power of Ammonia, 
- It should however be given in much 
larger doses than usually prescribed, 
and these should be repeated more 
frequently. By way of illustrating 


this subject, we beg leave to refer 
the reader to the following satisfac- 
tory, and by no means extravagant 
case, which recently occurred at the 
Hospital St. Louis at Paris. 


P, M., 38 years old, emaciated, 
and of a very weak constitution, ob- 
served, in the month of July, a par- 
ticular eruption on his forehead ; this 
having been suppressed for a time, 
by a nostrum, the composition of 
which was unknown, soon returned 
again, with a tendency to form ul- 
cers, and began to spread over the 
whole body. On his admission into 
the hospital in September, under the 
care of M. Biett, he was in the fol- 
lowing state:—Almost the whole of 
his body, but especially the inferior 
extremities, were covered with ulcer- 
ating pustules of different sizes; in 
the centre of each pustule there was 
a prominent, black, very hard crust, 
surrounded by a white ulcerating 
margin ; the epidermis round the ul- 
cers presented a copper-colored de- 
fined areola. In these pustules, 
where the crusts had been detached, 
the surface was excavated, much in- 
jected, and covered by greyish-white 
tenacious matter ; the skin between 
the pustules exhibited livid blotches, 
the scars of former ulcers, The 
patient had, in 1814, successively 
been affected with gonorrhoea, chan- 
cre, and bubo, and had never had 
recourse to a proper mercurial treat- 
ment ; he was married, and his wife, 
who had borne several healthy child- 
ren, had never presented any signs 
of infection, His general health 
was good, | 


“MM. Biett, having for some time 
employed cinnabar fumigations, and 
the alkaline bath, prescribed the 
Subcarbonate of Ammonia, from the 
use of which he had, in similar cases, 
observed very satisfactory effects. 
The patient took a drachm daily ; 
and this being borne very well, and 
without the least disturbance of the 
digestive organs, the dose was after- 
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wards increased to two and even to 
three drachms, The crusts were 
gradually detached, and the excavat- 
ed ulcers became more superficial 
and assumed a healthy appearance ; 
so that the patient, after having used 
the Subcarbonate of Ammonia for 
twenty days, was perfectly cured.” 


PREGNANCY, COMPLICATED WITH MA- 
LIGNANT TUMORS, 


Rosata was married in 1822, 
at the age of 27, and after the lapse 
of three months, miscarried, the foetus 
apparently of about six weeks, Nine 
months after this her husband died. 
The widow, greatly affected, suffered 
from derangement of health ; she ob- 
served, notwithstanding the menses 
were regular, that her abdomen in- 
creased in size; a sense of weight 
obstructed her in walking, and she 
had frequent desire to pass her urine. 
In the course of three years, the size 
of the abdomen increased slowly, 
and at the end of that time it assumed 
the appearance of a person about 
four or five months gone with child. 
M. Troussel, consulted in 1826, re- 
cognized in the hypogastric region 
a hard, round, indolent tumor, dip- 
ping down into the pelvis, easily de- 
tected by the touch either through 
the rectum or vagina, having about 
the size of the head of a full-grown 
foetus, This tumor had depressed 
the uterus, but without deranging the 
menstruation, or disordering any of 
the other functions, From the above 
period the abdomen did not increase 
in volume, the general health conti- 
nued good, and, in January, 1828, 
the woman was married again. In 
the month of April following, there 
was reason to suspect pregnancy : 
the abdomen enlarged so as to make 
walking troublesome ; shooting pains 
in the hypogastrium, particularly on 
the right side, took place : neverthe- 
less, the condition of the uterus could 
not be ascertained. The belly con- 
tinued to increase, especially on the 
right side; the patient was obliged 


to remain in the recumbent posture ; 

the pain became more frequent. and 

severe; sleeplessness, emaciation, 
fever, and diarrhoea ensued; and 

death took place on the 5th of Sep- 

tember, 1828. On opening the body, 
the abdomen was found almost en- 

tirely occupied by an enormous tu- 
mor, of from 13 to 15 inches in dia- 
meter, having a fibrous appearance, 

and presenting within it several iso- 

lated cavities, formed in a scirrhous, 
encephaloid tissue, of a reddish white 

color, and of a variable consistence 3; 

the uterus was pushed into the left 
side of the abdomen, and contained! 
a foetus of four or five months, In 
the parietes of the uterus, four small: 
tumors, of a fibrous nature, were- 
found. The large swelling had been: 
developed between the two layers of 
the broad ligament; it adhered to 

the uterus, for a considerable extent, 
by a dense cellular membrane, and 
by a kind of pedicle, short and broad, 

about an inch across, of a fibrous 
nature, intimately united to the fibres 
of the uterus, and fixed to the right 
side of that organ near the insertion 

of the vagina, 

The reporter makes no mentiom 
of the relations of this tumor with 
respect to the ovary of the same 
side ; but, from its situation,. it may 
be presuined to have had its original 
seat in that organ.— Bul. des Sc. M. 


Extirpation of the left Ovarium.— 
A woman, 38 years of age, had borne 
five children in the space of seven 
years, Afier her fourth delivery, 
she suffered from inflammation of the 
womb: from that period she com- 
plained of a dull pain in the left side 
of the hypogastrium, and about a year 
and a half afier her last confinemeut, 
she perceived a small tumefaction on 
the left side: a few sulphur baths 
caused it nearly to disappear for a 
time, but latterly it had extended 
over the abdomen, ‘Two years sub- 
sequent to this, her menses were fol- 
lowed by a malignant fluor albus, 
which added to the debility already 
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induced, Dr. Chrymer having de- 
cided on the nature of the affection, 
and the patient having cousented to 
the operation, it was performed by 
making an incision from the xyphoid 
cartilage to the pubes, leaving the 
navel to the right. The opening 
made into the peritoneum caused a 
prolapsus of a great part of the intes- 
tines: they were inmmediately enve- 
loped in a warm and moist cloth, 
The adhesions of the tumor to the 
peritoneum and to the edge of the 
pelvis were then divided, and a dou- 
ble ligature was applied to the pedule 
of the tumor attached to the broad 
ligament, which was divided an inch 
below the ligature. The intestines, 
which had been wrapped in the towel 
about five or six minutes, were then 
replaced within the abdomen, the 
serosity accumulated in the pelvis 
was wiped off with a sponge, and the 
wound closed by suture. The ope- 
ration lasted a quarter of an hour, 
and the patient lost only a few ounces 
of blood. An emulsion, containing 
nitre, was ordered immediately, and 
hiccough, with cold shivering, show- 
ing themselves after some little time, 
some doses of laudanum were admi- 
nistered, The cure was not inter- 
rupted by any accident, and at the 
end of six weeks the woman return- 
ed to her native place. Since this 
operation she has borne a healthy 
child. The tumor weighed eight 
pounds, exceeded in size the head of 
a child, was irregular on its surface, 
livid in some places, and within, pre- 
sented cavities, some filled with a 
fluid of the consistence of honey, 
and others with a greenish and sa- 
nivus liquid.—Graefe & Walthe’s J. 

Five cases (of which the above is 
the fourth) wherein operations for 
the extirpation of diseased ovaria 
were either attempted, or actually 
performed, are published in the 
“ Archives Générales” for May. 
The above case was successful. In 
the first, the tumor was so attached 
that the extirpation could not be 
performed ; the abdomen was there- 
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fore closed, and the woman escaped 
with difficulty from the consequences. 
In the second, the patient died thirty- 
six hours afterthe operation. In the 
third case, also, the patient perished 
at the same period, In the fifth 
case, the tumor was so firm!y adhe- 
rent that it could not be removed, 
but the operater cut away the sac, 
and was under the necessity of se- 
curing some arterial branches. The 
woman died in thirty-six hours, 


Observations on the Influence of 
Cold on New-born Children.—Dr. 
Trevisan has been making researches 
in Italy, principally at Castel-Franco, 
anologous to those of MM. Villermé 
and Milne Edwards in France, The 
conclusions at which he arrives, are, 
—1. In Italy, of 100 infants born in 
December, January, and February, 
66 died in the first month, 15 in the 
course of the year, and 19 survived ; 
—2. Of 100 born in spring, 48 sur- 
vive the first year ;—3. Of 100 born 
in summer, 83 survive the first year; 
—4. Of 100 born in autumn, 58 sur- 
vive the first twelve months. He 
attributes this mortality of the infants 
solely to the practice of exposing 
them to cold air a few days after 
their birth, for the purpose of having 
them baptised at the church. As 
well as MM. Milne Edwards and 
Villermé, Dr. Trevisan calls the at- 
tention of the ecclesiastical authority 
to measures suited to puta stop to 
such disasters, without violating the 
precepts or practices of religion.— 
Brande’s Journal. 


Fatal Mistake in a Prescription. 
—Whev we cousider the hurried 
manner in which medical men often 
write their prescriptions, it appears 
wonderful that so few mistakes should 
occur; nevertheless, the following 
case will show the necessity of cau- 
tion, and the propriety of the physi- 
cian invariably reading over his pre- 
scription with care, before he sends 
it to the cbhemist.—Dr. B., of Mon- 
tague, states, that he was consulted 
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about a child on the 26th of May, 
for whom he recommended ten grains 
of sulphate of quinine in a lavement. 
In writing his prescription, however, 
he inadvertently substituted the word 
MorpuineE for Quinine. The injec- 
tion was administered, and the child 
died ina few hours! It is creditable 
to Dr. B. to give publicity to the 
fact, as a warning to others ; and the 
manner in which he expresses him- 
self shows the indelible impression 
which the event has made on his mind. 


Death from Phosphorus.—A che- 
mist at Biel, wishing to make expe- 
riments on the action of phosphorus, 
took a grain of that substance with 
sugar on the 20th of October last. 
Next day he took two grains; and 
on the 22d, three grains. Towards 
evening he experienced great unea- 
siness, particularly in the abdomen ; 
but these symptoms he unaccounta- 
bly attributed to rheumatism, and 
employed no remedies. On _ the 
24th, he was seized with constant 
vomiting, and the matters ejected 
had the odor of garlic. Medical as- 
sistance was now called on, but with- 
out avail: inflammation of the ali- 
mentary canal took place; on the 
29th he had spasms, and the left arm 
became paralyzed. He was deliri- 
ous, and soon after expired, having 
fallen a victim to his incautious ex- 
periments. —Med. Gaz, 


Anomalous Vertebral Artery.— 
M. A. Meckel, of Berne, on opening 
a dead body, observed a curious case 
of the above kind. There were 
three vessels on one side; the first, of 
middling size, arose from the poste- 
rior part of the subclavian, where it 
usually takes its origin; the second, 
larger in size, arose more deeply 
from the anterior portioa of the same 
vessel; and the third, which was 
considerably smaller, was a branch 
of the iuferior thyroid. These three 
vessels united above the transverse 
apophysis of the fifth cervical verte- 
bra, and then formed one vessel, 
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which pursued its usual course to the 
head.—Archives Générales. 


Singular Case of Cataract.—A 
robust peasant, about 60 years of 
age, who had never experienced any 
ill health, except slight attacks of 
gout, was occupied in cutting wood 
in a forest, when he was suddenly 
seized with a dimness of sight, which 
gradually increased till, at the expi- 
ration of a few hours, he was entire- 
ly blind, and obliged to be led home. 
He had no pain, and there was no 
inflammation visible. In a few days 
after, he was seen by Dr. Wondel- 
strom, who found that both eyes 
were affected with cataract. The 
operation of extraction was perfurm- 
ed.-—Swedish Journal. 


Curious Phenomenon.—While the 
workmen were employedtin haying 
an¢ soldering the iron pipes for con- 
veyiog water, in Winchester, Va., @ 
few days since, “electric shocks 
were produced to such a degree as 
to cause them to discontinue their 
labors during the remainder of the 
day. Several citizens who were 
standing by, got into the ditch and 
tried the experiment, when the effect 
was the same on ail.” The pipes 


are united in the same manner as ~ 


those in this city ; and the Winches- 
ter Republican remarks, that “ it was 
in driving closely the soldering lead 
that the shock was produced. The 
sun was nearly vertical, the thermo- 
meter at 93 degrees, the ditch some- 
what damp, and the pipes warm from 
the action of the sun upon them. 
The principle is no doubt that of 
galvanism.”— Dem. Press. 


REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, 
The week ending August 29, at noon. 


Of bilious fever, 1—consumption, 3—canker 
in the bowels, 1—dropsy, 1—-disease of the 
spine, 1—debility, 1—dysentery, 1—drown, 
1—intemperance, 1—measles, 7-—old age, 2— 
paralysis, 1—unknown, 2. Males, 10—fe- 
males, 14, Stillborn, 1. Total, 25. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ARTER & HENDEE have just pub- 

lished,—The Constitution of Man, 

considered in Relation to External Ob- 
jects. By Grorcr ComseE. 


From the Preface to the American edition, 

*““ Mr. Combe’s work should be placed 
with those, of which so many within a 
few years have appeared, which are de- 
voted to the all-absorbing topic of Educa- 
tion. It treats of moral, intellectual, and 
physical education. ‘This is not formally 
done under so many distinct heads. But 
the whole course of reasoning of the au- 
thor, and the whole array of all his illus- 
trations, have it always obviously in view 
to show how the highest cultivation of each 
ofthese may be most surely brought about, 
_ * The publishers have printed this edi- 
tion from a belief that there is much in 
the work to interest the community. 

It has a novelty to reward the general 
inquirer, and it presents the well known 
under novel aspects. There is one class 
amongst us who may study it with much 
advantages Scholars are referred to, a 
clases here too small to form a distinct or- 
der with habits of their own, and who in- 
sensibly fall into those which, although 
not mischievous, to the multitude on the 
score of health, too often make il] health 
the portion of the sedentary student, and 
bring upon him premature decay.—To all 
classes it is recommended, and the vari- 
ous learning and acuteness of the author 
well fit him to write a book which ad- 
dresses its instructions to the whole com- 
Sept. 8. 


CONSOLIDATED COPAIVA, 


OPAIVA may be given in this form 
without the least inconvenience, 
Neither communicating taste, nor impart- 
ing odor to the breath, it is also retained 
without the least disquietude or uneasi- 
ness to the stomach; and I am informed 
by Dr. Rosseau, that in large doses it 
does not purge.” —Phil. Journal of Med. 
Sciences. 
See an article in this Journal, Aug. 18th. 
OIL OF BLACK PEPPER. 


~ This isa much more active preparation 
of Piperine. One drop is fully equal to 
six grains of the latter. It isa valuable 
adjunct to Quinine. One or two drops, 
added to six grains, will greatly increase 
the efficacy of that medicine. 


For sale by NATHAN JARVIS, 188 
Washington Street, where Physicians will 
find medicines at as reasonable terms as 
at any place in Boston. 


Aug. 25. eoptf. 


TREATISE on the Scrofulous Dis- 
ease, by C.G. Hure.anp, Physician 
to the King of Prussia, &c., translated 
from the French of M. Bousquet, by 
Charles D. Meigs, M.D., is just received 
and for sale by CARTER & HENDEE. 
Sept. 8. 


EUROPEAN LEECHES. 


ICHARD A. NEWELL, Druggist, 
respectfully acquaints the physicians 
and families of the city, that he has made 
arrangements with one of the first mercan- 
tile houses on the continent, to be regu- 
larly supplied with the Genuine Medici- 
nal Leech. He has now on hand a fresh 
supply, just received, which are for sale. 
N. B. The difficulty of obtaining gen- 
uine Leeches by the usual way has in- 
duced him to make the above arrange- 
ment at considerable expense, and he 
hopes it will mect the approbation of the 
medical faculty. Summer-street, oppo- 
site Purchase-street. 
Sept. 1. ot 


BERKSHIRE MEDICAL INSTI- 
TUT 


| HE Annual Course of LECTURES 

will commence on the first Thurs- 
day in September, and continue fifteen 
weeks. 


Matriculation ticket, $3. Fee for Lec- 
tures, $40. Library ticket, $1. Gradu- 
ation, $ 15,50. Board, including wash- 
ing, lodging and room, $ 1,75 a week. 

Pittsfield, July 22, 1829. aug4tsept30 


EUROPEAN LEECHES., 


HARLES WHITE, No. 269 Wash- 

ington street, corner of Winter street 

has just received a fresh supply of EURO- 

PEAN LEECHES, extra large and in 

prime order. Also, by the late arrivals, a 
general assortment of MEDICINE. 


*.* Strict personal attention paid to 
Physicians’ prescriptions and to the com- 
pounding and delivery of Family Medi- 
cine, and all favors gratefully received. 

Sept. 1. 


Published weekly, by Jonn Cotton, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., to 
whom all communications must be addressed, postpaid.—Price three dollars per annun, if 
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